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striving meanwhile so to arrange things as to be free as soon as
you can, and at liberty to carry out the plan you so ardently desire
to execute for the love of our Lord.
"In order to make myself more plainly understood, I may as well
say that, as your daughters are of a marriageable age, I think you
ought to endeavour to see them suitably settled. It would be well
if you were also to choose a suitable wife for your eldest son, the
Marquess of Lombay. In regard to your other sons, it would be
better not to leave them dependent upon their elder brother: but
to assign to each a suitable and sufficient income of his own;
allowing them meanwhile to pursue their university career. It is
reasonably to be hoped that, if they fulfill, as I trust and believe
they will, the promise of their youth, the Emperor will extend to
them the favour he has always shown to you; and will bestow upon
them, when the right time comes, appointments in keeping with
their rank. You must also try and push on the various buildings
you have begun; for I think it desirable that they should all be
completed, before the great change you are contemplating is gen-
erally made known.
"Meanwhile, you cannot do better, since you are already a pro-
ficient in most branches of human learning, than apply yourself to
the study of Theology. It is my wish that you should do this with
much care and pains; for I should like you to take a doctor's degree
in the University of Gandia.
"I cannot conclude without inculcating upon you to take every
possible precaution in order to prevent this astonishing piece of
news from being prematurely divulged. I feel that I need add no
more on this head
"I shall hope to hear frequently from you; and I will try to give
you all the advice and assistance you may need. In the meantime, I
shall beseech our Lord to grant you all graces and blessings, in ever-
increasing abundance.
That truly is an extraordinary letter. The two men
had never met. Only a few letters at long intervals had
passed between them; yet there is not the slightest doubt
or misunderstanding. The humble priest, readily but not
avidly, calmly but not arrogantly accepts the role of mentor
to the brilliant duke. He is very glad to get a duke—who
will have done with dukedom: but he will allow no looking
back when once the hand is put to the plough. The sever-
ance must be absolute and irrevocable; and, to this end,
Padre Inigo de Loyola gives an exhibition of plain and
practical common sense expressed in terms of courteous

